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Introducing New Media to new Public Relations Students
Istanbul Bilgi University has introduced a major curriculum change in undergraduate education during the 2007-8 academic year. This radical change at the moment covers the first and last year students in all departments. Basically, the first year education is turned into a main liberal arts course (9 hours/week) coupled with language and numerical culture courses (each 3 hours/weeks). The specialization courses are all postponed to second year. 
As a first year lecturer in Public Relations department I will give an account of what this curriculum change entails for freshmen in our department. Secondly, I will focus on how different means of new media are operationalized at several levels. Blogging, email groups, college-wide online education tools, incorporation of social networking facilities are all part of the formal and informal part of the education. Although the program focuses on a humanities kind of teaching, the students are supposed to become new media literate citizens at the end of the academic year. 
My presentation will speculate on early reactions and execution of this curriculum practice with an emphasis on studies of new media and youth (ie PEW surveys and my own ongoing wider-scale research with my colleagues), studies of e-education and studies of relations between public sphere and internet. 
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